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NOTICE 
 

Stafford County treats all applications and applicants equally.  The County does not discriminate against 

religion, or on the basis of race, sex, age, national origin, or disability, in its planning, permitting, utilities, and 

land use processes.   

 

Under the laws of the United States and the Commonwealth of Virginia, no government may discriminate 

against any religion or on the basis of race, sex, age, national origin, or disability, in its planning, permitting, 

utilities, and land use processes. 

 

Under the Religious Land Use and Institutionalized Persons Act (“RLUIPA”), no government may apply its 

zoning or land use laws, or its policies and procedures in a manner that unjustifiably imposes a substantial 

burden on the religious exercise of a person, assembly, or institution. 

 

RLUIPA also provides that no government may apply its zoning or land use laws in a manner that treats a 

religious assembly or institution on unequal terms with a non-religious institution or assembly. 

 

Finally, RLUIPA provides that no government may impose or implement a land use regulation in a manner that 

discriminates against a religious assembly or institution.  

 

Stafford County does not discriminate in its planning, permitting, utilities, and land use processes, practices, and 

policies.  Stafford County treats all applications and applicants equally. 
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Background and Process Information 
 

Conditional uses are uses which are generally compatible with the other land uses permitted in the 

zoning district but require individual review for their intensity, location, design and configuration.  

Conditions are imposed by the County in order to ensure the appropriateness of the use at a 

particular location. 

 

Conditional Use Permits may be approved upon a finding by the Board of Supervisors that the use 

will not be detrimental to the character and development of the adjacent land and will be in harmony 

with the purpose and intent of the zoning ordinance.  Applications for conditional use permits must 

be submitted to the Department of Planning & Zoning. 

 

Each application for a Conditional Use Permit is forwarded to the Planning Commission for 

consideration.  The Planning Commission will hold a public hearing on the application.   

 

The applicant is required to attend this public hearing. After the public hearing, the Planning 

Commission forwards a recommendation to the Board of Supervisors. 

 

The Board of Supervisors will hold a public hearing on the application.  The applicant is required to 

attend the public hearing.  The Board may approved or deny the request for a permit.  Should the 

Board approve the permit, they may designate conditions which, in its opinion, will mitigate the 

impacts of the requested conditional use.   

 

Conditions may be established to: 

1. Abate or restrict noise, smoke, dust or other elements that may affect surrounding properties. 

2. Provide for adequate parking, ingress and egress to public streets and roads. 

3. Provide adjoining property with buffers or screening to mitigate visual and/or noise impacts. 

4.  Establish setback, side or rear yard requirements necessary for orderly expansion and to prevent 

traffic congestion. 

 

Amendments to Approved Conditional Use Permit Conditions:  

 

Any previous approved conditional use permit may be revised by the Board of Supervisors following 

a public hearing. Minor Amendments shall be allowed subject to the following requirements: 

1. No more than two permit conditions can be changed at the time of request 

2. Changes do not materially affect site layout 

 

Conditional Use Permit Amendments are subject to the standard Conditional Use Permit fees. Minor 

Amendments are subject to the Minor Amendment fees in Section 2 of the Application Review Fees 

Calculation. 
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Conditional Use Permit Application Instructions 
 

1. The applicant must meet with a Planner prior to submitting an application.  A preliminary 

conference regarding the application may be scheduled with a Planner. 

 

2. Fill-out, sign and date the application form.  If the applicant is not the property owner, attach a 

notarized letter of consent from the property owner authorizing the applicant to act as the 

owner’s agent for the application. 

 

3. The applicant must provide three copies of a boundary survey and a metes and bounds 

description of the land for which the Conditional Use Permit would apply. 

 

4. The applicant must provide the names and addresses of all adjacent property owners, 

including those immediately across the road(s) from the property.  This list is used for the 

notification to the adjacent owners of the public hearing.  

 

5. The applicant must provide a General Development Plan (GDP) drawn to standards in Article 

13 of the Zoning Ordinance. 

 

6. If available, it is recommended that the applicant(s) include architectural renderings that show 

building materials, building heights, site design amenities, etc. Staff may ask this to be 

submitted by the applicant(s) on a case-by-case-basis. 

 

7. The applicant must submit impact statements with the application.  Impact studies must 

address traffic volumes, public utility capacities, noise, dust and smoke emissions.  A 

Transportation Impact Analysis (TIA) is required for all projects that meet the following 

criteria: 

 generate 150 or more vehicle trips per day above the existing use, and 

 the site would meet the VDOT requirements for TIAs under 24 VAC 30-155 or Stafford 

County Rezoning TIA requirements.  

Proffers or conditions which limit the vehicle trips per day may be taken into consideration 

when calculating the maximum development.  The TIA shall be developed in accordance with 

the guidelines established in 24 VAC 30-155. 

 

8. Applications are due the third Friday of any month. Public hearings are required by the 

Planning Commission and Board of Supervisors. Public hearing dates will be determined 

based on application filing date, date application is deemed complete, and available meeting 

dates. 

       

 

 

 
















































