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Members of Stafford’s Citizens Assistance
Office and the 311 Service, (pictured L to R)
Jeff Shover, Jenny Chinault, Stephanie Prid-
dy, Ginny Preda, and Deputy Moses Bould-
in, are happy to be of service to the citizens
of Stafford County. They are standing in
front of the History Mural on the wall along
the sidewalk to the entrance of the George
L. Gordon, Jr., Government Center. Staf-
ford artist Dale Glasgow created the 7’ X 27’
mural. The mural is a snapshot of Stafford’s
history starting in prehistoric times. Dates
and events highlighted on the mural may be
found on the next page.
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Message from

I I appy 2013! | hope that you have enjoyed the first few weeks of
this new year and that the following months will be filled with

promise and opportunity for you and your family.

Making connections — that is what the Spring 2013 issue of Stafford
Magazine is all about. From our new 311 service that allows callers to
dial three simple numbers to reach the Stafford County Government, to
our County’s canine “employees”, to the community input we’ve re-
ceived for our 350™ Anniversary celebration, we are connecting with
our community in many ways. We will continue to do more of this in
2013 and beyond with many projects that will make Stafford County the
premiere location for families and businesses in Virginia.

For example, this spring, we will break ground on Chichester and Em-
brey Mill parks, home to a new baseball and athletic complex. In addi-
tion, the Stafford Civil War Park, which will focus on encampments in
Stafford, is scheduled to open this spring. We will also see work starting
on several road bond projects including Brooke Road, Garrisonville
Road, Poplar Road and Mountain View Road. New deputies and fire-
fighters will graduate this year from their respective academies, and
they will be assisted by a new Computer Aided Dispatch System. Classes
will start in the spring at the Stafford Science and Tech Center at Quan-
tico Corporate Center. | mentioned that planning for Stafford’s 350"

Stafford by the Numbers

For more Stafford County history,

Government Center.

visit the history mural on the walk-
way of the George L. Gordon, Jr.,

the Chairman

anniversary celebration is underway,
and you will see the word start to
spread about the great events that
are planned. And we will accomplish
all of this while maintaining our costs
at the lowest per capita among local-
ities that are similar
Stafford. This is a great time to be a
Stafford County citizen!

in size to

So get connected. Find out what’s

happening in your community by

attending a board, authorities, committee or commission meeting.
Volunteer with us. Attend one of our citizens academies. You will learn
about the services that we provide, and how committed we are to tak-
ing care of our community. Who knows? You may make connections
that will last a lifetime.

Susan Stimpson
Chairman of the Stafford Board of Supervisors

2014

Stafford’s 350th
Anniversary Celebration

1961

Dorethia and Cynthia
Montague are the first
African-American children to
enroll at Stafford Elemen-

tary.
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Are You
Ready?

In the last couple of years,
Stafford has faced an earth-
quake, microburst, blizzard,
tropical storms, hurricanes,
and a derecho. Taking a few
minutes to plan ahead of time
can save a lot of heartache in
a natural disaster. The Virgin-
ia Department of Emergency
Management website
(www.vaemergency.gov) is
full of helpful hints to help
you prepare for emergencies.
Below is a list of things to
help you get ready.

Essentials

1. Three-day supply of non-
perishable food

2. Manual can opener

3. Three gallons of water
per day per person

4. Battery-powered/hand-
crank radio

5. Written family emergen-
cy plan

Additional Items

1. Wrench to turn off utili-
ties

2. Flashlight and extra
batteries

3.  Whistle to signal for help

Prescription medicines

5. Sanitation supplies: toilet
paper, soap, etc.

Ea
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Stafford’s New 311 Service:
One Call Does It All!

tafford County’s 311 service is up and

running for callers and staff is ready

to take phone calls about local gov-
ernment information.

“311 is just one more way we are enhancing
the service we provide to our citizens and
other customers,” said Chairman of the
Board of Supervisors Susan Stimpson.
“Callers will no longer have to wonder what
number to call, or which department they
need to contact. Three easy numbers and
one phone call will connect them directly to
the Stafford County Government.”

311 is a phone line dedicated by the FCC for
local government information. It is used by

localities across the United States and treat-
ed as a one-stop shop for all incoming calls.

Service Excellence is one of the priorities
that the Board of Supervisors has set for the
community; it focuses on providing top
quality customer service, both externally
and internally. The Board approved the 311
service in Stafford’s FY12 budget to help
enhance the County’s Service Excellence
priority. The 311 service has been undergo-
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ing a trial run since February 2012 in the
Citizens Assistance Office with Utilities calls.
In the meantime, staff has worked with
landline phone service providers in Stafford
to offer 311 to their subscribers.

Callers within Stafford can simply dial 311 to
reach County government staff. Callers out-
side of Stafford or on cell phones can call
658-4311 or 658-5311. All calls are handled
from beginning to end by 311 staff. Their
goal is to not transfer callers to other de-
partments, but to help them with one
phone call. After hours, callers can still con-
tact the county through the “Live Support”
option on the Stafford homepage:
www.staffordcountyva.gov. They can also
click on the “Report a Concern” link on the
homepage. Future plans call for a Stafford
311 App for cell phones that would allow
users to obtain information or report con-
cerns to County staff.




Stafford County News and Information

Ty

Parks & Roads Bond Projects
Move Forward

In 2009, Stafford citizens
voted to approve a
$29,000,000 bond referen-
dum to make park and rec-
reation improvements and
acquisitions in Stafford
County. The Board of Super-
visors and staff have worked
hard over the past few years
to respond to the direction
of voters. Here are some
updates.
Embrey Mill

Plans are underway for a
park at Embrey Mill, off
Courthouse Road near the
Stafford exit off 1-95. What
can citizens look forward to
in this new 53-acre park set
to open in 2014?
e 12 rectangular sports

fields
e A 60,000 square foot

indoor recreation facili-

ty which will include: a

Park at Embrey Mill

50 meter X 25 yard
competition pool, a
therapeutic pool, class-
rooms, exercise rooms
and a gym.
The park will be paid for by
$11.8 million from the 2009
Parks and Recreation Bond
Referendum. The $6.9 mil-
lion pool, not part of the
original bond referendum,
will be paid for out of capital
project reserves and devel-
oper contributions.

Chichester Park
The construction of Chiches-
ter Park, next to Stafford
High School, begins in early
spring 2013. Chichester will
have:

e Five baseball/softball
fields

e Two large picnic shel-
ters

e Tot lot and playground

e Restroom and conces-
sion facility.

Chichester is set to open in

the spring of 2014.

Curtis Park Pool
Preliminary steps have been
taken to renovate the 38-
year-old pool. The project
will be finished in the spring
of 2014.

In 2008, Stafford citizens
voted to approve a
$70,000,000 bond referen-
dum to make transporta-
tion improvements in
Stafford. The bond referen-
dum identified 19 road pro-
jects as well as pedestrian
improvements.

Currently, nine road pro-
jects, two safety enhance-
ments, and four pedestrian
improvements are under-
way or completed.

Completed
Stafford has completed sev-
eral pedestrian projects -
the Hampton Park sidewalk,
the Stafford Marketplace
sidewalks and the Belmont-
Ferry Farm Trail.

In Progress
Currently, Stafford is work-

provements to Brooke
Road, Poplar Road, Moun-
tain View Road, and the
intersection of Poplar and
Mountain View. Plans are
underway to improve
Truslow Road and widen
Garrisonville Road between
Onville and Eustace Roads.
Two pedestrian projects are
active - Staffordboro com-
muter lot sidewalks and
South Gateway Drive.
Coming Up
Projects in the pipeline in-
clude: improving the inter-
section of Jefferson Davis
Highway and Potomac
Creek Drive; improving Tele-
graph Road; widening
Courthouse Road near Ra-
moth Church Road; improv-
ing Ferry Road; and improv-
ing Rock Hill Church Road.

Hampton Park Walkway
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Stafford’s Canines

THESE FOUR-LEGGED FURRY WORKERS ARE THE COUNTY’S MOST POPULAR EMPLOYEES

Xander

ven though their names make them sound like profes-
sional wrestlers or the villains in a movie, Xander,
Vader, Khaos, and Kahn are four of Stafford County’s
most popular employees.

Xander, Vader and Khaos

On any given day, Xander and Khaos, both Belgian Mali-
nois, and Vader, a Dutch Shepherd, might track an Alzheimer’s
patient, search a building, or run down a bad guy. In addition,
Xander, who is handled by Deputy Bo Truslow, is an explosives
dog.

Sergeant Robert Pomeroy, who coordinates the canine
unit, says, “Dogs are force multipliers. They can do the work of
five officers.”

Contrary to perception, the dogs are not picked for their
aggressive nature.

“Aggression is the least desirable trait,” says Sgt. Pomeroy.
“We look for play drive and prey drive.”

Although all three dogs live with their handlers and their
families, Deputy Truslow is quick to say neither of these breeds
is appropriate for just being a pet because of their drive to work.

Perhaps the most interesting thing about them is that
Vader and Khaos were purchased with seized assets from the
very criminals they hunt down. Xander was purchased with a
federal grant for explosives dogs.
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Kahn

Kahn

Stafford County does not own Kahn, a black Labrador re-
triever. His training was also purchased with seized assets from
criminals. Kahn was trained by Canine Companions Internation-
al to be a facility dog and they retain ownership of him. He lives
with his handler, Juanita Maley, of the Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney’s Victim-Witness Office.

Kahn's days are a little different from his police dog breth-
ren. He comforts children and adult victims of sexual assault,
domestic violence, abuse, and other violent crimes. Kahn sits
with victims of crime and lets them love on him during the pain-
ful process of being interviewed.

For many victims, being interviewed is like reliving the
crime itself. Kahn has been trained to know exactly what to do
to make children and adults feel a little more at ease. He has
even gone into the Juvenile and Domestic Court with some cli-
ents.

“Kahn puts smiles on people’s faces,” says Maley. Indeed,
when Kahn walks down the hall of any Stafford County building,
he gathers a crowd. Like an assistance dog, when Kahn is work-
ing, people are not allowed to interact with him. Employees
have learned to ask Maley’s permission to approach Kahn.

“I think he loves his job,” says Maley. “He gets to take naps on
the job and he’s universally loved.”
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Frequently Called Numbers Stafford Online
The area code for all listed numbers is (540). Official Website—www.staffordcountyva.gov
Includes names and contact information for elected officials and

County AdMINISTration .......ocuevverieeiieeieeieeieesie e 658-4541 E’;’;\grmeetlng times and placeS; agendaS; videos; tax rates; and
ANIMal CONEIOL vttt 658-7387 Y-
Assessment ... ... 658-4129 Stafford Alert—www.staffordalert.com

Budget........ ... 658-8617 . . .

e Provides emergency information to cell phones, home phones
Circuit Court.......... ....658-8750 . . . . .

. ) and email. Information includes road closings, cancellations and
Citizens ASSISTANCE ..uuviiiiieeiiiieee et 658-4516
, weather updates.
Commonwealth’s AttOrnNeY .......cceevveviiiiiiiiiicnieiicececees 658-8780
Commissioner of the REVENUE .........c..ceurieriveiecinisieieesenens 658-4132 Facebook—Stafford County Government
Community Development Services Center.........coceevveerveeriennne 658-8650 . . . .
) . ) Provides an interactive option for users to learn
Cooperative EXtension Service.......ccocveevieeenieeeiieeiiieeeieee 658-8000
o more about the Stafford County Government.
County Attorney’s Office .....cccuveevciieeicie e 658-8636
General District Court ...... ... 658-8766 Twitter—@staffordvagov
Crime Solvers ............... ...658-2020 . . . .
Economic Development 658.8681 Twitter is especially useful during an emergency.
) PMENT crsrsersseee e Next to Stafford Alert, it's the fastest way to get infor-
Fire, Rescue and EMergency ServiCes........ccccovvereereeneenieennnn 658-7200 .
mation.

Health Department ......c.eoieierienieeeeeee e 659-3101
HUMAN RESOUICES ..vuveveivsveiesacieee et snans 658-8628 Pinterest ...... Stafford County, VA
JURY DULY oottt 658-8750 . . .

ury buty ) ) Pictures and information about Stafford County.
Juvenile & Domestic Relations Court .......ccocvvveriirercierenineeennnes 658-8755
LANGFll cvoveeveeeeeeee e 658-4590
Litter Prevention & Recycling Office... .... 658-8680
Magistrates Office......ceovvervienieniieniieiieiiens ....659-2968
Parks, Recreation and Community Facilities . ....658-4871 o
Planning and ZONINgG........coceerierienienienie e 658-8668 Dld you know...
PUBIIC WOTKS ..ottt 658-8650
Public INformation ........cccevceeeeie e 658-4893
PUPCRASING ovveveveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee oo 658-8614 You can find the “state” of Stafford County every month on
SCHOOI BOAIT ..vvvvvvvvveevesseessee et 658-6000 our website? If you have questions about anything, you can
SeNIOr CItiIZENS CONERT .ottt 658-5116 ﬁnd an update on the Stafford County Webs|te at
zhe.r'ff; Office o 2?:’:‘7‘28 www.staffordcountyva.gov. The Board of Supervisors

OClal Services... - o o o q
o0 €58.4553 Monthly Statistical Report is full of numbers, photos, project
Treasurer....  658-8700 completion dates, and other great facts updated by each
UIEES ovvvvoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeesees e ... 658-8630 department. Wonder what is happening with the Parks and
Utilities (after hours emergencies).......ccccoevrivveveerrieierereennnns 658-4857 Recreation Bond Referendum projects? Want to know how
Volunteer‘Services .................................................................. 658-4516 much revenue the County has brought in this year? How
Voter Registrar-........... B 658-4000 many citizens has Fire and Rescue helped this month? How
For departments Not listed ........cccecveeeeriieniiiiiiiieeeeeeieeen 311

many permits have
been issued? It’s all

in the Monthly Re-
port, just one of the Z
many ways Stafford ?
County strives to "
keep its citizenry

informed. Check it N
out! ;

Call 911

Ty T

for General Government Information
Cell Phone Users, Please Dial

(540) 658-4311, (540) 658-5311

Curtis Park Pool
Renovation
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