
 

 

 

PARKS & RECREATION ADVISORY COMMISSION  
MEETING AGENDA 

August 19, 2021 
 

George L. Gordon, Jr., Government Center 
ABC Conference Room (2nd Floor) 

1300 Courthouse Road 
 
 

Call to Order  7:00 pm 
 
Silent Roll Call 7:00 pm 
 
Approval of Minutes  7:10 pm 

 June 17, 2021 
 
Public Presentations (3 minutes each) 7:11 pm 
  
New Business 7:15 pm 

 Donation of Property at Smith Lake Park (Mike Morris)    
 

Unfinished Business  7:25 pm 
 Basketball Courts 
 Destination Playground 

 
Liaison Reports  7:30 pm 

 Planning Commission Liaison 
 School Board Liaison 

 
Commission Member Comments  7:35 pm 
 
Director’s Report 7:45 pm 

 
Adjournment 8:00 pm 



 

 

PARKS & RECREATION ADVISORY COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

Thursday, June 17, 2021 
 
                                                                                                                                       
The Stafford County Parks & Recreation Advisory Commission held its regular monthly meeting 
Thursday, June 17, 2021, at The George L. Gordon, Jr., Government Center.  The meeting was called 
to order at 7 PM by Jay Rucker. 
 
SILENT ROLL CALL 
                           Absent    Absent 
Members          Present      Reported   Not Reported  Staff  Guests 
Vincent Applewhite P   Mike Morris    
Thomas Endler P   Judy Sokolowski  
Eric Futrell P   Daren Hamm     
Price Jett  A  
David Osborne P 
Jay Rucker P 
William Young P  
Bart Randall, PC  P 
Susan Randall, SB  P 
Voting members in bold 
  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 The minutes from the May meeting were unanimously approved. 
 
PRESENTATIONS BY PUBLIC 

 None. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

 Sports Division Overview (Daren Hamm, Recreation Manager) 
  Daren Hamm presented a PowerPoint introducing Sports Division staff and recreational 

programs offered by the Sports Division.  Programs include youth and adult leagues, special 
events, and camps.  He and his staff are also looking  in the growing area of eSports.  This 
division also handles facility rentals for indoor and outdoor areas.   

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 Basketball Courts 
  Mike Morris distributed a list of basketball courts in Stafford.  Bart Randall said the Sheriff’s 

Office has statistics on outdoor basketball courts and concerns with adding more courts.  Mr. 
Randall suggested half-courts be considered, but not in isolated parks/areas.  He said the court 
the Autumn Ridge HOA installed and schools’ courts are very well done.  Eric Futrell said he 
would like to see the statistics the Sheriff’s Office has on full courts versus half-courts, as he is 
in favor of full or ¾ courts.  Mike Morris said staff will talk with the Sheriff’s Office, obtain 
any information on issues and/or recommendations and provide an update to the Commission. 
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 Destination Playground 

  Susan Randall recommended PRCF staff to consult with Dr. Hammer with Stafford County 
Public Schools’ Special Services regarding the inclusive area of the proposed playground. 

 
  Will Young said he has the playground plans for McLean, VA, and information about the 

developer of similar parks, which he will send to the Commission.  He suggested the 
Commission take a field trip to McLean to see their park before the next meeting.   

 
  Much discussion ensued regarding a proposed playground and what the Commission’s role is 

in the recommendation.  Bart Randall urged the Commission to create subcommittees, put a 
plan together, and recommend it to the Board by the end of August.   

 
  The Commission agreed the following areas need to be included in the proposed playground:  

splash pad, area for children ages 2-5, area for children ages 6-12, and an adaptive area.   
   
LIAISON REPORTS 

 Planning Commission Liaison (Bart Randall) 
  None. 
 

 School Board Liaison (Susan Randall) 
Ms. Randall asked why the schools pay for PRCF fields, but PRCF does not pay for using 
school properties?  Mike Morris said PRCF pays for supervision and custodial fees when 
school property is used, and PRCF charges for supervision and custodial fees when SCPS use 
PRCF space, per the Cooperative Facility Use Agreement with SCPS. 
 
Mike Morris asked why schools don’t have middle school baseball?  Ms. Randall said it’s 
because SCPS has to balance Title IX sports. 
 

COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS 
 Vincent Applewhite asked to revisit the light show proposal and asked Mike Morris to submit 

the proposal to the County again in August. 
 
STAFF REPORTS 

 No questions. 
 
DIRECTOR'S REPORT (Mike Morris) 

 A groundbreaking ceremony will be held at Musselman Park on Saturday, 6/26/21, at 10am; a 
trail and parking lot will be built there for approximately $150,000. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting adjourned at 9:05 PM. 
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July 2021 Staff Reports 
For August 19, 2021, Parks and Recreation Commission Meeting 

 
 
Community Recreation, 55+ Active Adults, & Aquatics 

 Woodlands Pool and Mark Lenzi Pool operating daily 
 Classes and programs offered 

o Adult 
 Pickleball Drop-In 

o 55+  
 Stafford Steppers 
 Bingo 

o Youth 
 Little Adventures in the Park 
 Dynamic All Stars 
 Music & Mocha 
 New River Dance 

o Summer Camps 
 Camp Curtis 
 Camp CCC 
 Teen Camp 
 Nature Camp 
 The Art Cart Summer Camp 
 Abrakadoodle Summer Art Camp 
 CyberTeck Summer Camp 
 Art Camp for Teen/Tweens 
 Science Camp 
 Dance Camp 

o 13 Sessions of Swimming Lessons 
o Junior Lifeguard Program 

 

 
Camp CCC Bubble Dance Party 
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Gymnastics 
 Events Held 

o Summer Camp #2      June 28-July 2 
o Summer Camp #3      July 6-9 
o Summer Camp #4                                                      July 12-16 
o Summer Camp #5      July 19-23 
o Summer Camp #6      July 26-30    

 Upcoming Events 
o Summer Camp #7      August 2-6 
o Fall Registration Begins      August 16 
o New Fall Classes 2021-2022 Start    August 30 

 

 
Sgt. Burgess with Stafford County Sheriff’s Office and Summer Camp! 

Parks 
 Brooks Park District 

o Striped parking lot lines at Brooks Park 
o Mowed and trimmed at all sites 
o Power washed the pavilion and picnic tables at Pratt Park 
o Painted all the parking blocks at HPOF 
o Cleaned out all the horse shoe pits in Pratt Park 
o Set up the Community Basketball Event at Brook Park 

 Chichester Park District 
o Maintained park buildings and pavilion 
o Inspected park playground daily 
o Removed loose litter from park areas and emptied trash daily 
o Made repairs to Fields 1-5 at Chichester in preparation for the 2021 Southeastern Regional Tournament 
o Groomed and maintained Chichester and Rowser diamond fields 
o Made mound repairs on Chichester field 1 
o Made home plate area repairs on all Chichester fields  
o Watered Chichester infields 1-2 times daily as needed 
o Hosted the 2021 Babe Ruth Southeastern Regional Tournament 
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o Removed lips from and recut the arc on field 1 at Chichester 
o Added 18 tons of infield mix to field 1 at Chichester 
o Removed lips from Homeplate areas on fields 2-5 at Chichester in preparation for the 2021 Southeastern 

Regional Tournament 
o Added 14 tons of infield mix to fields 2-5 at Chichester in preparation for the 2021 Southeastern Regional 

Tournament 
o Watered and groomed fields to have game 1 conditions during the 2021 Southeastern Regional 

Tournament 
o Assessed and removed water from fields during the 2021 Southeastern Regional Tournament and opened 

fields 2 and 5 for play one hour after storm 
o Emptied trash and picked up litter during games while the 2021 Southeastern Regional Tournament took 

place 
o Arranged the delivery of a lift to setup state flags for the Southeastern Regional Tournament 
o Assisted SBL with placement of an RV for umpires 
o Assisted SBL with placement of an enclosed trailer and power for a photo company 
o Made repairs to Chichester playground 
o Mowed all Chichester fields and common areas, Rowser diamond field and ditch line, CCC track area/ 

practice soccer fields, Stafford Middle softball field, Stafford Gym & Rec Center (SGRC) 
o Maintained the mowing at Musselman Park site 
o Assisted Curtis staff with removal of a tree from an employee’s vehicle after a storm caused the tree to 

fall  
o Sprayed herbicide on all warning tracks and fence lines in Chichester and spot treated all other areas 
o Disposed of three old sets of concrete stairs and installed three new sets of stairs for egress at SGRC 
o Used generators to power vacuums and fans to remove water from inside SGRC from a storm 
o Disposed of old vault table and installed new vault table and runway at SGRC 

 Curtis Park District  
o Litter control at Lake Mooney, gateway signs, and Lakes Curtis and Abel 
o Opened, closed, and cleaned bathrooms at Lake Mooney and Curtis Park 
o Cut grass at Curtis Park, Lake Mooney, gateway signs, and Curtis Park Boat Landing 
o Regularly maintained park buildings and restrooms 
o Performed equipment maintenance and repairs 
o Used forestry unit to clear area at Lake Mooney for construction of enslaved quarters 
o Contracted out installation of additional playground mulch   
o Transported kayaks to Lake Curtis for camps 
o Cleaned and removed trees as needed 
o Resolved several ongoing issues at Mark Lenzi Pool  
o Assisted Chichester with tournament prep and event 
o Cut woody growth and tall grass at Glendie Tower Site 
o Assisted with the Fourth of July Fireworks, parking, and stage setup 
o Began replacement of grill at Shelter 7 (New concrete pad added and new grill to be installed) 
o Reported major storm on July 29; caused tree and vehicle damage and power outages; repairs made, 

thanks to Embrey Mill District team 

 Duff Park District 
o Duff Park 

 Prepared all fields for season play 
 Serviced and repaired equipment as needed 
 Prepared diamond field for SBL’s Southeastern Regional Tournament  
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 Cleared Duff Farm Road of storm debris 

o Aquia Landing 
 Maintained litter control 
 Replaced well cap per Health Department request 
 Installed bases for trash bins being installed as Eagle Scout project. 

o Civil War Park 
 Maintained litter control 
 Cut and trimmed open areas and ditches 
 Removed down trees 

o Little Fall Boat Ram 
 Maintained litter control 
 Cut roadside  

o The jail crew continued to maintain the County gateways and helped maintain the parks when available 
 Embrey Mill Park District 

o Mowed school sites 
o Performed equipment maintenance and repairs 
o Inspected and maintained synthetic fields (swept and brushed all synthetic fields) 
o Repaired nets and goals on all sport goals 
o Regularly maintained park building and restrooms  
o Continued grooming offsite baseball fields three times a week 
o Maintained off sites, garbage cans and de-littered as needed  
o Maintained park playground (daily at Embrey Mill and Autumn Ridge) 
o Inspected and maintained synthetic fields  
o Contracted out installation of additional playground mulch at Embrey Mill and Autumn Ridge  
o Assisted Chichester with tournament prep and during event 
o Fertilized fields 5,6, 9 
o Began replacement of sod around turf fields with sod from field 9 outer areas 
o Began adding compost sand mix on fields 5 & 6 for better drainage 

 Smith Lake Park District 
o Mulched trees and islands 
o Sprayed weeds 
o Put down new sod on fields 1, 2 & 3 at Smith Lake 
o Groomed synthetic turf field 
o Inspected quarry at Government Island 
o Mowed athletic fields and common ground areas 
o Maintained equipment and vehicle maintenance 
o Groomed baseball fields and cleaned up warning tracks 
o Inspected AEDs 
o Took water sample for Patawomeck 

 Willowmere Park District 
o Cut down over growth at Curtis and Abel Lakes 
o Assisted Chichester with baseball tournament 
o Spread blue stone around fencing; sprayed for weeds 
o Staff assisted with 4th of July Celebration 
o Applied a wood cleaner, power washed, and stained pavilions 
o Removed old grill at pavilion 1 and installed new grill 
o Laid out and painted soccer fields 
o Trimmed holly trees 
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Sports and Facilities 

 Multi-sport Camps:  Campers participated in a range of different sports throughout the week.   Camp 1: 7/6-7/9, 
Rowser Building, 39 Participants; Camp 2:  7/12-7/16, Courthouse Community Center, 37 Participants 
 

 
  
 

 Baseball Camp: Held at Chichester Park, 7/19-7/22, 20 Participants 
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 Soccer Camp #2:  Held at the Courthouse Community Center, 7/26-7/29, 39 participants 
 

 
 
 

 Tennis 
o Beginner Tennis:  Classes were held for youth ages 9-12 on Saturdays at Pratt Park where they were 

introduced to basic tennis skills  
o Little Aces Tennis:  Classes were held for youth ages 5-8 on Saturdays at Courthouse Community Center, 

where they were introduced to basic tennis skills 

 Adult Coed Softball concluded its season with championship games held at Duff and Patawomeck Parks 
 

 
 

 Registration deadline for Tackle Football was 7/23; however, there was insufficient registration to move forward 
with this program 

 
 
 
 
 




